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pensates many more people, but at a far
lower cost than previous legislation.

“These folks deserve to be recog-
nized for the sacrifices they made and
compensated when the government has
poisoned them without telling them,
without helping them, without making
it right,” Hawley said Friday. “This is a
chance, finally, to make it right.”

Still, the new provision’s pathway
remains uncertain when the House
considers the Senate’s changes. While
there is broad Senate support for the
payments, it is unclear how the addi-
tion of Hawley’s legislation will be re-
ceived by, cost-conscious Republicans
as they barrel toward a self-imposed
July 4 deadline for the overall tax bill.
House leaders are waiting to see what
comes out of the Senate before decid-
ing whethet they might make further
changes or simply try to pass the Sen-
ate bill and send it to President Donald
Trump’s;desk.

Lingering effects in Missouri

St. Louis played a key role pro-
cessing uranium as the United States
developed a nuclear weapons program

that was vital for winning World War
IL. But that effort exposed workers

and nearby residents to radiation, with
lingering issues remaining to this day.
An elementary school was clased down
a few years ago because of radioactive
material found on site. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers remains years
away from finishing environmental
cleanup work.

An investigation by The Associated
Press, The Missouri Independent and
MuckRock found the federal govern-
ment and companies responsible for
nuclear bomb production and atomic
waste storage sites in the St. Louis area
in the mid-20th century were aware of
bealth risks, spills, improperly stored
contaminants and other problems but

( Courtesy/OPVP
In this undated courtesy photo, Navajo Nation President stands alongside
longtime advocate Maggie Billiman of the Radiation Exposure Compensa-
tion Act in Washington, D.C. Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council Crys-
talyne Curley is also present and can be seen to the far right.

often ignored them.

' 'Nuclear waste contaminated Cold-

water Creek, and those who live nearby
worry their cancers and other severe
ilinesses are connected. It’s difficult
to definitively link specific illnesses
with the waste, but advocates for an
expanded compensation program said
there’s evidence it made people sick
years later.

After the report by the AP and
others, Hawley said sick St. Louis resi-

dents deserved help, too. He was joined.

by Dawn Chapman, co-founder of Just
Moms STL, which brought attention to
local nuclear contamination. She has
called St. Louis a “national sacrifice
zone.”

“Many of us have had extreme

water, crops and livestock. Attention
for these “downwinders” rose fol-
lowing the release of the film Oppen-
heimer.

“Our federal government has a mor-
al responsibility tp support Americans
that helped defend our country — and
it has a moral responsibility to include
all people who were exposed. That
begins with reauthorizing RECA and
amending it to include those who have
been left out for far too long,” said Sen.
Martin Heinrich, Democrat of New
Mexico.

“Prior to the addition of the radiation
compensation measure, Hawley had so
far withheld support for the overall tax

package, questioning cuts to Medicaid

programs and the potential effects

on rural hospitals-and low income
residents. He.said he still wants to
see improvements in the package, but
added that help for radiation victims
was essential.

“Tt would be very hard for me to
vote for a bill that doesn’t include (the
Radiation Exposure Compensation
Act). This is extremely, extremely
important to me,” Hawley said.

et A U
Continued from Page 1

a better and more prepared
and resilient community. It
gives our communities — our
citizens — some balance to

be able to get back to some
kind of sense of normalcy in a
quicker manner.”

Details

The plan will include data
for hazard occurrences since
2020, including mapped haz-
ards, a vulnerability analysis,
extreme temperature analysis
and changing weather pat-
terns.

The plan includes space for
governing body introduction
and adoption presentations
with opportunity for input
from the public. There will
be an in-person open house in
early fall.

The top hazards for the
plan so far are dam failure,
winter storms, severe wind,
drought, extreme temperatures
for heat and cold, wildfire,

gatio Eﬁm il

thunderstorms that include
lightning and hail and flood-
ing.

Berry noted that there is
research still being done, so
the top hazards may change
slightly.

Berry explained the area
doesn’t have any major dams
but that FEMA highly encour-
ages the inclusion of any dams
in hazard mitigation plans.

The former plan, adopted
in 2021, met all federal re-
quirements. It expires in Feb-
ruary 2026. Berry noted the
2021 plan was the first time
any school district participat-
ed in a hazard mitigation plan,
and the plan will continue to
include the GMCS district.

The plan was developed in
2020 and identified 8 natural
hazards that were profiled in
the plan.

Further information

Berry mentioned the pro-
cess and players. The main
planning team is made of

members from the three par-
ticipating entities; the county,
the city and the school district.
There is a primary point of
contact for each entity, the
team provides feedback on ap-
proach and process, provides
data, edits and feedback on
the plan and provides refer-
ence materials. i

Subject matter experts are
brought in to help with plan-
ning whenever needed. Some
examples are the inclusion of
the National Weather Service
and U.S. Forest Service.

The plan also makes efforts
to-include stakeholders and
community members.

Stakeholders are defined
as interested entities who are
not on the planning team and
not an individual community
member; examples include
local and regional planning
authorities, agencies that regu-
late development, academia,
businesses, non-profit orga-
nizations and neighboring
communities.

Berry specified that the Na-

vajo Nation and Zuni Pueblo
are considered stakeholders
and they each have their own
hazard mitigation plans.

Community members are
defined as residents, property
owners, and business owners
who are invited to provide in-
put based on local knowledge
and community interests.

Participation

Commission Chair Robert
Baca asked Berry about each
entity’s level of participation.
Baca recalled a past planning
committee that had difficulty
getting the participation that
was needed from each party.
He stated one problem that
occurred was getting a second
contact person behind a pri-
mary contact person.

He asked if Berry was
getting the cooperation and
information. Berry replied that
they had their second planning
meeting last week, and report-
ed that there were several in-

dividuals from various county,

for grant funding.

city and school district teams.

“We’ve had great partici-
pation, especially compared to
our last planning process that
happened during COVID,”
Berry added.

The planning process be-
gan in April and is expected to
be completed in March 2026.
The planning team will meet
from May to August and will
have public and stakeholder
involvement throughout. A
hazard profile and vulnera-
bility analysis is scheduled
for July, a mitigation strate-
gy will be in September. A
public comment draft will be
released in October; Novem-
ber and December will see
the plan reviewed by state
agencies and FEMA. Local
adoption of the plan is sched-
uled for February and March
2026.

A hazard mitigation plan is
required by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Associa-
tion (FEMA) in order for the
county to be eligible to apply
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when a condom is removed without consent.

More details

The child support statute is being proposed to address
the failure to pay child support, with a mandatory 30-day
jail sentence for those who go 120 consecutive days with-
out making a payment.

Barnett discussed the need for a strangulation or
suffocation statute, as strangulation is a lethal method
of violence often committed by men against women. He
proposed a mandatory 180 days jail for strangulation and
365 days jail for strangling an intimate partner. He also
proposed 365 days in jail and a $5,000 fine for strangling
a minor under 12.

Barnett proposed rape shield provisions including
limit attacking victim’s sexual history in court, clarifying
that multiple sexual partners doesn’t imply consent. He
also suggested removing the spousal rape exemption. He
proposed 14 days jail for resisting arrest.

Animal cruelty

Barnett proposed a statute for animal cruelty to prevent
unnecessary animal suffering while respecting traditional
Navajo practices. There was discussion about creating a
new statute for possession of drug paraphernalia because
the Navajo Nation does not currently have one.

Barnett also highlighted the importance of overhauling
the family member definition under the Violence Against
Family Act to include foster children and foster parents.

The rationale behind these proposed changes is to al-
low more time to investigate and prosecute serious crimes
and address challenges in collecting evidence. It would
provide better justice for victims, especially children and
eliminate time constraints that prevent prosecution of
serious offenses.

The meeting involved multiple stakeholders, includ-
ing members of the MMDR Taskforce, Navajo Nation
Prosecutors, The Navajo Nation’s Public Defenders
Office, Victim Advocates and Federal Partners. Survivors
and advocates strongly supported the proposed changes,
emphasizing the urgent need to protect Navajo families
and, children. The meeting concluded with a prayer and
commitment to continue collaborative efforts to improve
the legal system. :

‘Uranium commission

Continued from Page 1

on the Navajo Nation. Several meetings and a public
hearing were conducted in the last two years on plans
to clean up various mines on the Eastern Agency of the
Navajo Nation, including an abandoned mine in the
Churchrock area.

USEPA plans to transfer uranium waste from the
Chruchrock mine to the landfill in Thoreau; howev-
er, they have encountered opposition from local Diné
communities around the landfill who do not want their
go_mww& to become a uranium waste dump.

- Information:
Uranium Commission Office, 928-318-4990




